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AN ACT to repeal the Act passed the twenty-third of March, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, chapler one hundred and 
eighty-four, entitled ‘‘an Act to repeal Article seventy-one, 
of the Code ef Public General Laws of the State of Mary- 
land, entitled Oysters, and to re-enact the same with amend- 
ments.”” 


Sgotton 1. Le wt enacted by the General Assembly of Mary- 
land, That the Act passed March twenty-third, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-seven, chapter one hundred and eighty- 
four, entitled “‘ an Act to repeal Article seventy-one, of 
the Code of Public General Laws of Maryland, entitled 
‘Oysters,’ and to re-enact the same with amendments,”’ be 
and the sameis hereby repealed, and the following enacted 
in lieu thereof. 


Srotion 2. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Mary- 
land, That no owner, master, captain, hirer, borrower, or 
employee of any owner, or other person, shall use or employ 
any canoe, boat, or vessel of any kind or description what- 
ever, in taking or catching oysters, for sale, in the waters of 
this State, or in buying or selling oysters in the State, with- 
out having first obtained a license to so use or employ such 
canoe, boat, or other vessel, as hereinafter provided. 


Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That the Comptroller of the 
Treasury shall, upon the application of any resident of the 
State of Maryland, being the owner of any boat or vessel, li- 
censed or enrolled in any Custom House of the United States, 
in said State, issue to such resident, license to catch or take 
oysters with scoop, drag, scrape, dredge, or any other instru- 
ment, within the waters of the Chesapeake Bay, and to buy 
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and sell oysters in the State; provided, that said license 
shall not authorize the taking or catching of oysters with 
scoop, scrape, drag, or dredge, between the first day of June 
and September, in each year, which is hereby expressly for- 
bidden ; and, provided, also, that no steamboat or other ves- 
sel propelled by steam machinery, shall be used for taking 
or catching oysters in any of the waters of this State. 


Src. 4. And be it enacted, That no license shall be issued 
to any person who has not been a resident of the State for 
twelve months next preceding such application, and the own- 
er, or owners, and master of such vessel, when making ap- 
plication for such license, shall each make oath before the 
Comptroller, or his authorized clerk, that they are bona fide 
owner and master of the boat or vessel to be described in the 
license for which they are applicants, that they have been 
residents of this State for the time hereinbefore mentioned, 
and that there is no lien on such vessel held by a non-resi- 
dent, and such apphcant shall produce before said Comptroller 
or his authorized clerk, the Custom House enrollment or 
license of such boat or vessel, under such rules and regula- 
tions as the said Comptroller may have previously prescribed. 


Sec. 5. And be it enacted, That every applicant before 
obtaining such license, shall pay the Comptroller, or his 
authorized clerk, therefor, at the rate of three dollars per 
ton for every ton the boat or vessel, for which he desires li- 
cense, may measure according to its Custom House enroll- 
ment or license; and it shall be the duty of every person 
thus obtaining license, to exhibit the same whenever called 
upon by any officer of the State of Maryland, or other person 
authorized to demand the same, and every boat or vessel en- 
gaged in the oyster trade, in any of the waters of this State, 
shall be licensed as required by law, and be subject to all the 
provisions of the several sections of this Article. 


Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That any person who shall vio- 
late any of the provisions of the preceding sections shall be 
deemed guilty of amisdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof 
before a Justice of the Peace, or upon indictment and convic- 
tion in any Circuit Court of this State, before whom such case 
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is tried, shall be fined not less than fifty, nor more than five 
hundred dollars, or forfeit the boat or vessel in possession of 
the party so offending, together with the papers, furniture, 
tackle, and and all things on board of said boat or vessel at 
the time of her seizure, in the discretion of such Justice of 
the Peace or Court, but said provisions shall not apply to 
masters or owners of boats or vessels from other States, who 
may buy oysters from any party or parties authorized by li- 
cense to catch or take oysters in any of the waters of this 
State. 


Sec. 7. And be it enacted, That any resident of this State, 
owning, or having in his possession, any canoe, or other 
small boat, may, upon application to the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court for the county wherein he may reside, or to the Clerk 
of the Court of Common Pleas, of the city of Baltimore, if 
he be a resident of said city, obtain license to take or catch 
oysters in any of the waters of this State, with rakes or tongs, 
from the first day of June in each and every year, to the first 
day of June in the following year, provided that such license 
shall not authorize the taking or catching of oysters in any 
creek, river, cove, inlet, bay or sound within the limits of 
any county other than the one of which said applicant shall 
be a resident, and where the license may be granted. 


Sec. 8. And be it enacted, That each and every license to 
take or catch oysters with rakes or tongs, shall state the 
name and residence of the person to whom the same is to be 
granted, the name or number, together with the length of 
the canoe, or other boat to be licensed, and the county in 
which the same is to be used, and the period at which said 
license will expire; and every applicant for such license 
shall pay to the clerk of the Court where such license may be 
granted, and before the issuing and delivery of the same, ac- 
cording to the following rates, viz: for every boat or canoe, 
measuring in length twenty feet or less, the sum of four dol- 
lars ; measuring from twenty to twenty-five feet, the sum of 
six dollars; measuring from twenty-five to thirty feet, the 
sum of eight dollars; and all over thirty feet in length, in- 
cluding sloops under Custom House tonnage, the sum of ten 
dollars each. . 
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Sec. 9. And be wt enacted, That every applicant for license 
to take or catch oysters with rakes or tongs, shall be required 
to make oath before the clerk authorized to issue the same, 
or some Justice of the Peace, upon whose certificate of the 
taking of such oath, the clerk shall issue said license, that 
the facts set forth in said license are strictly true; that he is 
a bona fide resident of the county in which such application 
is made, and that he will obey and comply with all the pro- 
visions of the laws of this State, regulating the taking or 
catching of oysters; and every person to whom such license 
may be granted shall be required to paint the name or num- 
ber of his canoe or other boat on said boat, to correspond with 
said number or name in said license; and any person ne- 
glecting, or refusing to comply with this provision, shall, on 
conviction thereof before a Justice of the Peace, pay a fine of 
not less then five dollars, nor more than ten dollars, one-half 
to be paid to the informer, and the residue to the Comptrol- 
ler of the Treasurer. 


Sec. 10. And be i enacted, That the Comptroller of the 
Treasury shall cause to be printed and delivered to the Clerks. 
of the Circuit Courts for the several counties, and the Clerk 
of the Court of Common Pleas of Baltimore city, the requi- 
site number of such blank licenses, and take receipts for the 
same as for other licenses furnished, and the said Clerks shall 
on the first Monday in June and December, in each year, re- 
turn to the said Comptroller a list and account of such 
licenses issued by them. 


Sec. 11. And be tt enacted, Thatif any person shall take or 
catch oysters with rakes or tongs in any waters of this State,. 
without having first obtained license as required by the pre- 
ceding sections of this law, he shall, upon conviction thereof 
before any Justice of the Peace for the county where the of- 
fense may be committed, be fined not less than twenty, nor 
more than one hundred dollars, or forfeit the canoe or boat 
so used or employed, in the discretion of the Justice before 
whom the same may be tried, one half of said fine to be paid 
to the informer, and the residue to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury. 


Sec. 12. And be it enacted, That all owners and masters of 
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canoes, boats, or vessels licensed under this Article, being 
white men, are hereby constituted officers of this State for the 
purpose of arresting and taking before any Judge of any Cir- 
cuit Court, or Justice of the Peace, who shall have jurisdic- 
tion therein, any person or persons who may be engaged in 
violating any of the provisions of this Article, and of seizing 
any canoe, boat or vessel engaged therein, and all such own- 
ers or masters are hereby vested with power to summon the 
posse comitatus to aid in making such arrest and seizure, as 
fully as are Constables and Sheriffs of the several counties, 
and the city of Baltimore. 


Sec. 13. And be it enacted, That upon information given 
upon oath to any Justice of the Peace having jurisdiction, of 
any violation of any of the provisions of this Article, the said 
Justice of the Peace shall issue his warrant for the arrest of 
the offender or offenders, and the seizure of the canoe, boat, 
or vessel, together with the tackle, apparel and other pro- 
perty on board, which warrant shall be directed to the Sheriff 
or any Constable of the county, or to the owner or master of 
any canoe, boat, or vessel licensed under this Article. 


Sec. 14. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons 
on board any canoe, boat, or vessel, engaged in violating any 
of the provisions of this Article, shall flee to avoid arrest, the 
officer endeavoring to make such arrest shall seize such canoe, 
boat, or vessel, and the same proceeding shall thereupon be 
had as directed in all cases of seizure under other sections of 
this Article. 


Sec. 15. And be zt enacted, That any person resisting an 
officer, or other person authorized to make arrest and seizure 
under this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon indictment and conviction thereof in any court of com- 
petent jurisdiction, shall pay a fine of not less than fifty, nor 
more than five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned in the 
county jail where the offense may be tried, not less than one 
month, nor more than one year. 


Ssec. 16. And be it enacted, That it shall be unlawful for 
any owners, masters, employee or other person to use, or 
employ any boat or vessel licensed under the second section 
of this Article, to take or catch oysters with scoops, scrapes, 
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drag or dredge, in taking or catching oysters in any river, 
creek, cove, inlet, bay, or sound within the limits of any 
county of this State, and on any oyster bed, bar or rock, on or 
about Tally’s Point, Sandy Point, Hackett’s Point, Thomas’ 
Point, the Three Sisters, Holland’s Point Bar and Plum 
Point on the western side of Chesapeake Bay and Swan Point 
on the eastern side of said bay, except in water of 15 feet and 
over in depth and in the Hastern Bay, inside of a line drawn 
from Kent Point to Poplar Island; and any owner, master, 
employee or other person so offending, shall, upon conviction 
thereof before any Justice of the Peace, or Judge of any Cir- 
cuit Court for any county, be subject to the same fines and 
penalties, and the boat or vessel so used or employed, be lia- 
ble to seizure and forfeiture, as provided in section six of this 
Article, but this section, nor any in this Article, shall be 
construed as a repeal of sections ninety-four to one hundred 
and one inclusive, of Article ninety, of the Code of Public 
Local Laws for Somerset county, relating to oysters. 


Sec. 17. And be it enacted, That it shall be unlawful for 
any person, who may be licensed to take or catch oysters with 
rakes or tongs in the waters of any other county of this State, 
to take or catch oysters in the waters of gny other county than 
the one of which heis a resident, and wherein the license 
may have been obtained ; and any person violating the pro- 
visions of this section, shall, upon conviction thereof before 
any Justice of the Peace of the county wherein the offense 
may have been committed, be liable to the same fines and 
penalties as provided in section ten of this Article; provided 
that when any river or creek is the dividing line between two 
counties, the bona fide residents of either of said counties who 
may be licensed as aforesaid, shall use the same without in- 
curring such fines and penalties; and provided, also, that 
Fishing Bay, in Dorchester county, shall not be so used. 


Src. 18. And be it enacted, That all boats, vessels, or other 
property condemned under the provisions of this Article, shall 
be sold by the Sheriff of the county where such boat, vessel or 
other property may be condemned, at publicsale,after giving 
twenty days notice of the time and place of such sale, by ad- 
vertisement in one or more newspapers published in the 
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‘county where such condemnation may be made, and by such 


> 
other notice'as he may deem expedient, to the highest bidder 
‘therefor, for cash, and the proceeds of such sale or sales, after 
‘deducting all the necessary and legal expenses of seizure, 
condemnation and sale, shall be divided as follows, to wit: 
one-fourth to the officer making the seizure, one-half of the 
balance to those aiding the officer to make such seizure, and 
the residue shall be paid to the State of Maryland, provided 
that if such seizure shall be made by the officers and crew of 
the police force of the State, hereinafter provided for, then 
such portion as would accrue to them under the provisions of 
this section shall be paid into the Treasury of the State. 


Src. 19. And be it enacted, That any party or parties 
against whom any Justice of the Peace may render a judg- 
ment under this Article, either to pay a fine, or ot condem- 
nation of property, may, at any time within ten days from 
the rendition of such judgment, appeal from such judgment 
‘to the Circuit Court for any county wherein the same may 
have been rendered, but no execution or sale shall be stayed, 
unless the party appealing shall give bond with surety to the 
State of Maryland in double the value of the property con- 
demned, or of the fine imposed, as the case may be, said se- 
curity or securities to be resident or residents of the county in 
which the Justice resides, and who shall swear or affirm that 
he or they are worth double the amount of the property con- 
demned, and become surety for the same, with condition to 
prosecute such appeal with effect, and to pay the valte 
of the property condemned and fine imposed, and all costs 
attending such proceeding, in vase such judgment shall be 
confirmed, and in all cases of appeal either party shall be 
entitled to trial by jury. 


Src. 20. And be it enacted, That whenever any offense is 
committed under any of the provisions of this Article, within 
the waters of the State, but not within the limits of any 
county, then any Justice of the Peace or the Circuit Court for 
any county, as the case may be, most convenient of access 
from the place where the offeuse may be committed, shall 
have jurisdiction thereof; and all proceedings, whether be- 
fore a Justice of the Peace, or before the Circuit Court for any 
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county, shall be in the name of the State, and if the party or 
parties accused shall be acquitted, the Comptroller of the 
State shall pay the cost out of the fund created by this Ar- 
ticle. 


Sec. 21. And be it enacted, That any boat or vessel owned’ 
either wholly or in part, by any non-resident of this State, 
which may be used or employed by any resident or non-resident 
of this State, in taking or catching oysters in any of the waters: 
of this State, with scoops, scrape, drag, or dredge, shall be 
liable to seizure and forfeiture, and, upon conviction thereof 
by any Justice of the Peace, or in any Circuit Court of 
any County, or the Court of Common Pleas of the city of Bal-- 
timore, shall be condemned to be sold in the same manner 
and upon the same terms, and the proceeds of such sale or 
sales shall be disposed of as hereinbefore provided in section 
eighteen of this Article. 


Sec. 22. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
any Sheriff, Constable, or other officer created under this Ar- 
ticle, with or without warrant, to arrest any person or per- 
sons, and to seize and take into custody any canoe, boat or 
vessel, whenever and wherever such person or persons, canoe, 
boat or vessel shall be found violating, or being used in vio-— 
lating any of the provisions of this Article, and bring the 
offender or offenders before the Justice of the Peace or Judge- 
of a Circuit Court, most convenient or accessible, to be dealt 
with as herein provided. 


Sec. 23. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the officer in charge of the Oyster Police of the State, herein- 
after provided for, to cause the vessel under his command to: 
cruise daily, (unless the condition of said vessel, or the in- 
clemency of the weather prevent,) in any of the waters of this 
State, to overhaul, and examine the license of all boats or 
vessels engaged in taking or catching oysters in the State, 
and to arrest all persons who may be found violating any of 
the provisions of this Article, and to seize all boats or vessels, 
together with their tackle, furniture, and all other property 
which may be found on board such boats or vessels so en- 
gaged, used or employed in violating said provisions, and 
the said officer, so commissioned, shall have power to sum-~- 
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mon to his aid such number of persons as may, in his judg- 
ment, be necessary and proper for the safe execution of his 
commisssion. 

Src. 24. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of any 
officer, having charge of, or commanding such vessel, to take 
the person or persons so arrested, and the boat or boats, vessel 
or vessels, and other property so seized, into his custody, and 
cause the said person or persons to be taken before some Jus- 
tice of the Peace for the county wherein the offense may have 
been committed, and if the offense shall have been committed 
outside of the limits of any county, then to take the said per- 
son or persons before some Justice of the Peace of the county 
most convenient or accessible from the place where such of- 
fense shall have been committed ; and it shall be the duty of 
the Justice of the Peace, before whom such person or persons 
shall have been taken by said officer, to take cognizance of 
the same, and docket a case or cases in the name of the State 
against such person or persons, and the said boat or vessel, 
and the said Justice shall proceed to try the same, and ren- 
der judgment as provided by this Article. 


Sec. 25. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
officer alluded to in section twenty-three of this Article, to 
return to the Commissioners of the Oyster Police Force, at the 
expiration of every month, a full and particular account of 
his proceedings. 


Src. 26. And be tt enacted, That in all cases arising under 
this Article, the Justice of the Peace, before whom any per- 
son or persons may be brought, shall proceed to docket a case 
or cases in the name of the State, against the person or per- 
sons so charged, and also against the boat or vessel employed 
or used, and shall proceed immediately to try the same, un- 
less the party or parties so charged shall state, upon oath, 
that further time is necessary to enable him or them to pre- 
pare for his or their defense, and to procure attendance of 
witnesses, in which case the said Justice shall appoint a cer- 
tain day for the trial of the same, and shall cause the said 
party or parties to enter into recognizance, with sureties, ap- 
proved by said Justice, in a sum not less than five hundred 
dollars for his or their appearance on said day ; said security 
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or securities to be resident or residents of the county in which 
the Justice resides, and shall swear or affirm that he or they 
are worth double the amount of the recognizance required, 
and in default thereof may commit the said party or parties 
to jail, and if, upon said trial, it shall appear to the satisfac- 
tion of said Justice that any violation of this Article has been 
committed by the party or parties, and that said boat or ves- 
sel has been used or employed in said violation of this Article 
or any of its provisions, the said Justice shall render a judg- 
ment of condemnation against the said boat or vessel, her 
tackle, furniture and all things on board at the time of her 
seizure, or fine the said party or parties, at his discretion, as 
hereinbefore provided. 


Src. 27. And be it enacted, That it shall be unlawful for 
any person or persons licensed under any of the provisions of 
this Article, to take or catch oysters on Sunday, and any 
person or persons so offending shall be liable to indictment 
for a misdemeanor in any court having criminal jurisdiction 
in the State, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined a 
sum not less than fifty, nor more than two hundred dollars, 
or be imprisoned not less than twenty, or more than sixty 
days, in the discretion of the Judge trying the same. 


Sec. 28. And be it enacted, That all moneys arising from 
the sale of licenses, or from fines, penalties and forfeitures 
imposed under this Article, shall by the Comptroller be paid 
into the Treasury, and placed to the credit of the oyster fund, 
and the Comptroller is hereby required to state, in his an- 
nual report particularly, the receipts and expenditures on 
account of said fund, and the balance standing to the credit 
of the State at the time of making such report. 


Src. 29. And be it enacted, That the owner or owners of any 
land bordering on any of the navigable waters of this State, the 
lines of which extend into and are covered by the said waters, 
shall have the exclusive privilege of using the same for pro- 
tecting, sowing, bedding or depositing oysters or other shell 
fish within the lines of their own land, and any owner or 
owners of land lying and bordering* upon any of the waters 
of this State, shall have power to locate and appropriate in 


any of the waters adjoining his, her or their land, five acres 
for the purpose of preserving, depositing, bedding or sowing 
oysters or other shell fish, and that any other citizen of the 
county shall have power to locate and appropriate five acres 
in any waters in said county not located or appropriated, pro- 
vided, that ten days notice in writing shall be given the 
Owner or owners, ovcupant or occupants of land bordering on 
said water proposed to be located, that the owner or owners, 
occupant or occupants may have priority of claim, andif they 
shall fail to locate or appropriate the water mentioned in said 
notice, within ten days after receiving the same, then it shall 
be open and free to any one under the provisions of this sec- 
tion, provided also, that the said location or appropriation 
shall be described by stakes, bushes or other proper and visi- 
ble marks or metes and bounds, which description shall be 
reduced to writing under the oath of some competent surveyor, 
and recorded at the expense of the party locating or appropri- 
ating the same, in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
for the county wherein such land may be located, and pro- 
vided, also, that such location and appropriation shall not 
injure, obstruct or impede the free navigation of such waters, 
provided, that no natural bar or bed of oysters shall be lo- 
cated or appropriated. 


Sec. 30. And be it enacted, That if any creek, cove or inlet 
not exceeding one hundred yards in breadth at its mouth, 
make into the land or lands, or that if any creek, cove or in- 
let of greater width than one hundred yards, make into the 
land or lands, the owner or owners, or other lawful occupant 
or occupants shall have the exclusive right to use such creek, 
cove or inlet, when the mouth of said creek, cove or inlet is 
one hundred yards or less in width ; and when the said creek, 
cove or inlet is more than one hundred yards in width at its 
mouth, the said owner or owners, or other lawful occupant or 
occupants shall have exclusive right to use such creek, cove 
or inlet, so soon as said creek, cove or inlet in making into 
said land or lands shall become one hundred yards in width, 
for preserving, depositing, bedding or sowing oysters or other 
shell fish, although such creek, cove or inlet may not be in- 
cluded in the lines of any patent. 
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Sxc. 31. And be it enacted, That any person who shall take 
with a drag, dredge, scoop, scrape, rakes or tongs, or any 
instrument whatever, any oyster or other shell fish imbedded, 
planted or sown in accordance with the provisions of sections 
twenty-nine and thirty of this Article, or shall carry or at- 
tempt to carry the same away, shall be deemed guilty of a 
felony, and be liable to indictment, and, on conviction there- 
of, in any court in this State having criminal jurisdiction, 
shall be sentenced by the Judge of such court to the peniten- 
tiary for a term not exceeding five years, and not less than 
one year. 


Src. 32. And be it enacted, That the State’s portion of all 
fines and forfeitures, occurring under this Article, shall be 
paid by the Sheriff, or other officer collecting the same, to the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the county, or the Clerk of the 
Court of Common Pleas of the city of Baltimore, where such 
fine or forfeiture may occur, and such clerk shall account for 
the same to the Comptroller of the Treasury in his semi-an- 
nual return. 


Src. 33. And be wt enacted, That all licenses to take or 
catch oysters with scoops, scrapes, drag or dredge in the wa- 
ters of the Chesapeake Bay shall be numbered, and the owner 
or master of every boat or vessel so licensed, shall be required 
to have or cause to be printed on the fore or main sail of such 
boat or vessel, above the reefing point, the number corres- 
ponding with the number on such license, such number to be 
printed in black figure or figures, not less than one foot in 
length and of proportionate width, and which number shall 
always be exposed to view, and any person or persons caught 
taking or catching oysters with scoops, scrape, drag or dredge 
in any of the waters of this State, without having complied 
with provision, shall, upon conviction thereof by any Jus- 
tice of the Peace of this State, be fined not less than fifty, nor 
more than one hundred dollars, one-half of such fine to be 
paid to the informer, and the balance to the State, unless 
such informer be a paid officer of the State, as provided for in 
this Article. 


Sec. 34. And be it enacted, That all. oysters in the shell, 
disposed of in the State of Maryland, shall be measured in a 
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sealed measure of any capacity, from half a bushel to twenty- 
five bushels, that may be agreed upon between the seller and 
purchaser ; provided that said measure or measures shall 
contain in quantity for each bushel thereof, according to the 
following dimensions, that is to say: not more than sixteen 
and a half inches across from inside to inside at the bottom, 
nor more than eighteen inches across from inside to inside at 
the top, and twenty-one inches diagonal from the inside 
chime to the top, and the same shall be even or struck mea- 
gure. 


Suc. 35. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
purchaser or seller to have said measure or measures duly in- 
spected and sealed by the proper officer, under a forfeit of 
fifty dollars for each and every offense, to be recovered before 
any Justice of the Peace, by action of debt, in the name of the: 
State of Maryland, one-half to go to the informer, and the 
other half to the use of the State. 


Sxc. 36. And be it enacted, That all oysters sold in the city 
of Baltimore shall be measured by a sworn measurer, who 
shall receive for his services one cent per bushel, to be paid 
equally by the purchaser and seller. 


Src. 37. And be it enacted, That the sworn measurers, as 
aforesaid, shall take out a license to authorize them to meas- 


ure said oysters, from the Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas 
in the city of Baltimore. 


Sec. 38. And be it enacted, That they shall make oath be- 
fore said Clerk, that they will faithfully and impartially dis- 
charge the duties of measurer of oysters, as between the pur- 
chaser and seller thereof, and shall pay the sum of twenty 
dollars for said license, and the further sum of fifty cents to 
said Clerk for issuing the same. 


Sec. 39. And be tt enacted, That the revenue arising from 
the sale of said licenses, shall be paid to the Comptroller of 
the Treasury, to be placed to the credit of the oyster fund. 


Sec. 40. And be it enacted, That the sum of fifteen thous- 
and dollars is hereby appropriated to purchase a suitable 
steam vessel and two tenders, to be propelled by steam, sails, 
oars or otherwise, at the discretion of the Commissioners here- 
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inafter named, said vessel and tenders not to exceed in cost’ 
this appropriation, and to arm and equip the same for the 
service hereinafter specified, to be styled the State Oyster Po- 
lice Force, and the Governor, Treasurer and Comptroller shall 
constitute a Board to be styled the Commissioners of the State 
Oyster Police Force, and they are directed to purchase, arm 
and equip said steam vessel and tenders, and the Treasurer of 
the State, upon the requisition of said Commissioners, and 

the warrant of the Comptroller, is hereby directed to pay the 
gum or sums necessary, not exceeding this appropriation, for 
the purposes herein specified. 


Sec. 41. And be it enacted, That the Board of Commis- 
sioners of the State Oyster Police Force, shall have power to: 
appoint a suitable person to command said force, whose term 
of office shall be for two years, unless sooner removed for in-- 
competency or neglect of duty; and if said officer shall fail 
to discharge his duty, by reason of collusion with those inter- 
ested in evading the law, he shall, upon presentment, indict- 
ment and conviction in a Court of law, be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and fined or imprisoned, or both, at the dis- 
cretion of the Court. 


Suc. 42. And be it enacted, That the commanding officer of 
said force be, and he is hereby required to keep his vessel con-- 
stantly cruising, when circumstances will permit, wherever 
opposition to the oyster law has arisen, or is likely to arise 
within the boundaries of the State, and that every locality, 
where a violation of the law exists, or is likely to arise, shall 
be visited as often as the duties of the force, and the condition 
of the vessels will permit, and that a monthly report shall be 
made to the Commissioners of all official action taken under 
the law, and a strict and careful journal kept of all duties: 
performed, and the circumstances connected therewith. The 
salary of the chief officer shall be two thousand dollars per 
annum, which shall be paid to him monthly by the Treasu- 
rer, upon the warrant of the Comptroller, and he shall have 
power to appoint one chief mate at eight hundred dollars. per 
annum, one second mate at six hundred dollars per annum, 
two engineers at nine hundred dollars each, three men to act 
as firemen and coal heavers at twenty-five dollars per month, 
six seamen at twenty dollars per month. 


Sec. 43. And be it cnacted, That said Commissioners are 
empowered and directed to purchase such arms and ammuni- 
tion as shall be necessary to carry into effect the duties de- 
volved upon said Oyster Police Force. 

Bec, 44, And be it enacted, That the officers and crew afore- 
said shall receive one ration per day, in quality and quantity 
such as is allowed by law to the officers and crew of the Rev- 
enue Marine of the United States. 


Sec. 45. And be it enacted, That the officers and crew afore- 
said shall be paid by the Treasurer upon the warrant of the 
Comptroller, and the certificate of the commanding officer 
that their duty has been performed as required by law. 


Src. 46. And be it enacted, That the commanding oflicer 
shall have authority to dismiss from said service any officer 
or other person under his command, whenever, in his judg- 
ment, the interest of said service may require him to do so. 

Sec. 47. And be it enacted, That the commanding officer 
aforesaid is hereby empowered to prescribe rules and regula- 
tions for the discipline of said Oyster Police Force, which 
shall be submitted to the Commissioners aforesaid, for their 
consideration, and, when duly approved, by them shall have 
the force of law, and be binding upon the officers and crew of 
said force. 


Sec. 48. And be it enacted, That in case of the death or per- 
manent disability of the commanding officer aforesaid, the 
Commissioners aforesaid shall have authority to fill the va- 
cancy. 

Src. 49. And be it enacted, That to enable the said Com- 
missioners to equip and put into service the Oyster Police 
Force, the sum of eight thousand dollars, or so much thereof 
as may be deemed necessary, in addition to the sum of fif- 
teen thousand dollars, hereinbefore mentioned, be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated, which shall be paid by the Treas- 
urer upon the requisition of said Commissioners, and the 
warrant of the Comptroller. 


Sec. 50. And be 2é enacted, That the Board of Commission- 
ers shall have power to keep the said steamer and tenders in 
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suitable repair, and the Treasurer of the State upon the re- 
quisition of the said Commissioners, and the warrant of the 
Comptroller is hereby directed to pay the sum or sums neces- 
sary to carry out the provisions of this section. 


Sec. 51. And be at enacted, That the commanding officer of 
said force shall, before entering upon the discharge of his 
duties, take before the Judge of one of the Circuit Courts the 
oath prescribed by the Constitution, and shall enter into bond 
to the State of Maryland in the sum of twenty thousand dol- 
lars, to be approved by said Judge for the faithful perform- 
ance of his duties as prescribed in this Article. 

Sec. 52. And be rt enacted, That all laws inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Act, be and the same are hereby re- 
pealed. 


Sec. 53. And be tt enacted, That this Act shall take effect 
from the date of its passage. 
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